Among the adulterations we must rank the employment of alloys containing the baser metals in large proportions for dental purposes, the placing these alloys where they are exposed to the action of the secretions of the mouth and stomach, and atmospheric air, conditions most favorable for the oxydation and corrosion of the metals and the formation of salts, which being conveyed to the stomach with the saliva, exert an injurious influence on the health of the individual. In order to elucidate the corrosive action which takes place upon the alloys used as plates for artificial teeth, it is neeessary to say a few words on the natural and diseased conditions of the saliva and fluids of the stomach by which this action is excited.
The food in the act of chewing is mixed with the saliva, which being a viscid fluid, entangles a quantity of bubbles of atmospheric air, which are carried with it into the stomach. We have thrown these remarks together, as much for the benefit and instruction of the public, and for their guidance in the choice of operators and materials, as for the information of our respectable professional brethren, at home and abroad ; many of whom are unaware of the extent to which the substitution of inferior and deleterious materials is carried, to the detriment of the dental art in the eyes of the world. 
